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made British statesmen slow to interfere, they at last,
though reluctantly 'and with great misgivings, came to the
conclusion that the position of Great Britain in South
Africa was not compatible with the pretensions of the
Boer Republic. After a war which lasted three years, and
at first threatened to exhaust British resources; Great
Britain found herself in undisputed possession. The old
enemies, who had fought so gallantly, accepted with equal
frankness the decision of the sword; and the strange
spectacle was seen of the general of a hostile Republic
becoming within a few years the Prime Minister under
responsible government of a loyal self-governing Colony.
In the Orange River Colony, as well as in the Transvaal,
the Ministers under responsible government were, to a great
extent, the leaders in the war against Great Britain.
With the full triumph of the principle of responsible
government the fact once more became manifest that in
South Africa more perhaps than in any portion of the
world there are common questions of general interest
which can only be decided with safety by a general
authority expressing the considered judgement of a United
South Africa. Such union as existed prior to the Act of
last year was due to the special interference of the High
Commissioner, who acted as the mediator between the differ-
ent Colonies in endeavouring to facilitate arrangements and
accommodations among them; but such interference was
unsatisfactory from the point of view of colonial self-
government, and could hardly have been exerted with
success under the new system.
The three questions on which a common policy was
most urgently necessary were the native question, the
question of railway rates, and that of the tariff. The
presence of a vast native population, which does not tend
to disappear before the European advance, as the native
population has disappeared in North America and Aus
tralia, makes the problem of its future one of extreme